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SUBJECT: ARMS EOR MOROCCO 

1. WAS CALLED TO EOREIGN MINISTRY AFTERNOON FEB.24 BY 
DIRECTOR EUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERICAN AEEAIRS ABERKANE WHO 
SAID HE ON INSTRUCTIONS TO CONVEY TO ME GOA CONCERN OVER 
AMERICAN PRESS REPORTS ON NEW AMERICAN ARMS DEAL WITH MOROCCO. 
SPECIEICALLY, HE SAID, NEW YORK TIMES HAD REPORTED ON 22ND 

THAT U.S. WAS GOING TO GIVE MOROCCO 24 AIRCRAET WORTH $120 MILLION. 
TEXT OF ARTICLE, HE ADDED, HAD QUOTED SENIOR DEPARTMENT OEEICIAL AS 
SAYING U.S. WOULD LIKE TO KEEP OUT OP PROBLEM BUT 
IN CASE OP CONPRONTATION OUR SYMPATHIES WOULD BE WITH 
MOROCCO. 

2. ABERKANE WENT ON TO SAY THAT, ON POLLOWING DAY, AMERICAN 
PRESS HAD REPORTED HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE PAVORABLY 
DISPOSED TOWARD THE TRANSACTION WHICH HAD GROWN 

TO $1 12 MILLION WORTH OP AIRCRAET AND $58 MILLION WORTH OP 
ANTI-TANK EQUIPMENT. COMMITTEE WAS ALEGEDLY COMPARING 
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ANY PARTY IN OPPOSITION TO SOVIET UNION, PARTICULARLY 
SINCE MILITARY IMBALANCE NOW SEEMED TO FAVOR ALGERIA. COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS QUOTED AS NOTING HISTORIC TIES WITH MOROCCO 
AND FACT LATTER HAD NOT BROKEN RELATIONS IN 1967. 

3. ALGERIANS, ABERKANE SAID, UNABLE UNDERSTAND THIS ATTITUDE. 

FIRST OF ALL, HE WONDERED WHY WE PREPARED IGNORE OUR ECONOMIC 
INTERESTS IN ALGERIA, WHICH VERY IMPORTANT. SECONDLY, 

AS SECRETARY-GENERAL BENHABYLES HAD TOLD ME AT LAST 
MEETING, SOVIETS HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH ALGERIA IN SAHARA. 

ALGERIA WAS NOT WORKING EOR SOVIETS OR ANYONE ELSE. 

ALGERIANS WERE VERY CONCERNED BY AUTOMATIC TENDENCY OE MANY 
AMERICANS TO BE HOSTILE TO ANYONE WHO ACQUIRED ARMS FRO SOVIET 
UNION. ALGERIA HAD TRIED MANY YEARS AGO TO GET ARMS EROM THE U.S. 
BUT HAD BREN TURNED DOWN. WHERE WERE THEY TO GO? EOREIGN 
MINISTER HIMSELE WAS STUDYING THIS CASE AND WOULD LIKE ANY 
EACTUAL INEORMATION WE MIGHT GIVE HIM TO REASSURE HIM AS 
TO OUR INTENTIONS. 

4. I SAID THERE WERE TWO ESSENTIAL POINTS TO BEAR IN MIND. 

EIRST, ARMS IN QUESTION WERE NOT BEING GIVEN BUT BEING SOLD. 

EMS CREDITS WERE STILL QUITE MODEST. EURTHERMORE, DELIVERY 
SCHEDULES WERE SUCH THAT THESE ARMS WOULD NOT HAVE MUCH 
IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON CURRENT ALGERIAN-MOROCCAN CONERONTATION. 
SECOND POINT TO KEEP IN MIND WAS THAT ARMS BEING SUPPLIED 
INCONNECTION WITH LONG-STANDING COMMITMENTS MADE TO MOROCCANS 
WELL BEFORE SAHARA CRISIS ERUPTED. SPANISH HAD SLREADY 

GIVEN TO ALGERIANS ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF ARMS PACKAGE. 

THAT WAS STILL WHAT WE WERE OPERATING ON TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE. I SAID I WOULD CONVEY GOA CONCERNS TO MY GOVERN- 
MENT IMMEDIATELY, HOWEVER, AND REQUEST COMMENT. 

5. COMMENT. ABERKANE'S PRESENTATION WAS LOW KEY, BUT I 
THINK WE CAN ASSUME ALGERIANS ARE SERIOUSLY CONCERNED. 

REQUEST GUIDANCE. HOW EAR HAVE WE GONE BEYOND TWO-BRIGADE 
PACKAGE? HOW OLD IS F-5 COMMITMENT? 

6. FOR HISTORICAL RECORD: ABERKANE SAID INEO RE TWO-BRIGADE 
PACKAGE NOT GIVEN TO ALGERIANS BY SPANISH OFEICIALS BUT 
TAKEN FROM SPANISH PRESS. HAVE NO IDEA WHETHER THIS TRUE. 
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